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CI{ÄRLES MIIRR-A.Y: Good morning. Appreciate you arI

coming here.  Is  th is  on?

DEBBIE  BALDWIN:  (Un in te l l i g i b le ) .

CHARLES MURRAY: Hel1o,  test ing,  one,  two three.

KATHY SANDS: yeah,  they ' re  work ing.  They,re on.

CIARLES MURRå,Y: Okay, it is working.

we lcome to  the  second  mee t ing  fo r  t he  2008 ,  2oog

meet ing of  the ca l i forn ia c i t izens compensat ion commiss ion

fo r  t o  s ta r t  o f f  I ' d  r i ke  to  ask  ask  Debb ie  Ba tdw in

to to cal-I the rorl and see if  we have a voting quorum.

DEBBTE BALDV,IIN: Char]-es Murray.

CHARLES MURR-A.Y: Here.

DEBBIE BALDWIN: Kathv Sands.

KATHY SANDS: Here.

DEBBIE BALDWIN: Ruth Lopez Novodor.

RUTH LOPEZ NOVODOR: Here.

DEBBIE BAIDVüIN:  Wi l l_ iam Feyl ing.

WfLLfA¡4 FEYLING: presenr .

DEBBIE BALDVüIN: .Tohn Stites.

, fOHN STITES: Here.

DEBBIE BALDWIN: Scot t  Somers.

SCOTT SOMERS: Here.

DEBBTE BALDI/,IIN: We have a cruorum.

CIaRLES MIIRR-A,Y: Great. As you might recall_, after

our last meeting there h¡ere three new appointees to to
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our commission. unfortunat.ely, one one backed out about

48 hours when r  guess when she saw the scope of  the job.

rt was threatening. so we have we have six. And we need

four  for  a  vote.  so r  just  wanted that  c Iear ,  because i t

was  no t  c lea r  l as t  t ime .

F i r s t  o f f ,  r ' d  l i ke  to  thank  Debb ie  Ba ldw in  who

sacrif iced her birthday tod.ay to fIy down to herp us with

our  meet ing.  Thank you,  Debbie.

KATHY SANDS: Happy birthday.

CIaRLES MURRAY: And Nancy Greene who is helping us

with the ins and outs and everything. And Bilr curt is who

is  usua] ly  our  our  counsel  is  o f f  today on vacat i -on,  r

guess,  and L inda Mayhew is  is  jo in ing us to  keep us on

the legal  t rack.  So I  thank you,  L inda.

Fi rs t  o f f ,  we have an approval  o f  the pr ior  minutes.

Has everybody had a chance to read those? Do we have

have any comments or concerns?

RUTH LoPEz NovoDoR: Nope. r woul-d move approvar.

KATHY SANDS: Second.

CIIARLES MURR.A,Y: AII in favor.

(Mul t ip le  vo ices say ing aye)

CIIARLES MTIRRÄ,Y : Opposed.

They are approved.

As far as the opening comments are concerned, r look

at  th is  to  be sor t  o f  a  a recap and conclus ion of  the

Sacramento & San Francisco
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l as t  meet ing .  But  |d  l i ke  to  o f fe r  any  comments  tha t  any

of us on on the on the podium here might have.

John, do you do you have any comments you wish to

make a t  th is  t ime?

JOHN STITES:  No,  no t  a t  th is  t ime.

CIIARLES MURRÄY: Okay. Scott?

SCOTT SOMERS:  Not  a t  th is  t ime.

CTARLES MTIRRå.Y: Kathy?

I(ATHY SANDS: No.

CIIARLES MURRAY: Okay. Ruth?

RUTH LOPEZ NOVODOR:  I rm f ine .

CHARLES MURR.A,Y: Okay. BiIl?

WïLLIAM FEYLING: ,Just welcome to our new

commiss i -oners.

CIIARLES MURRAY: Okay. Thank you very much.

JOHN STITES: Thank you,  B i I I .

CIARLES MURRAY: Okav.

wïLLrÄM FEyLrNc:  r f  i f  i f  people coul_d speak

up  a  l - i t t l e  b i t ,  i t  wou ld  make  i t  a  t i t t l e  b i t  eas ie r .

CIIARLES MURRÄY: Okay.

VùILLIAM FEYLING: Okav?

CIIARLES MURRå,Y: staff reports. I¡,Ie had one report

outs tandi rg,  but  obv ious ly  in  the amount  of  t ime i t rs  not r

going to  going to  be done.

me there any other  s taf f  repor ts  outs tanding? we

Sacramento & San Francisco
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a l l  haVe ¡ggg i rzar ì  r - l . ra  ?ôñ^r t -  l r r ¡  h rz  ngqngg]  On the  feV ieW

of  legal i ty  o f  the implementat ion date of  any of  any of

the pay reduct ions.  so and that 's  the only  repor t  r  know

o f  t ha t r s  ou ts tand inq .

Moving right along, \^/e are \,'/e are honored to have

senator Maldonado here today, and he wishes to to address

us.  So welcome to Burbank,  Senator .

SENATOR MALDONADO: Thank you, Mr. Chairman and

members.  I rm Senator  Maldonado,  for  the record.  I

represent  the l -s th senator ia l  Dis t r ic t ,  which is  centra l

coas ta l  Ca l i f o rn ia .

Thank you, Chairman Murray and members. I  thank you

for al lowing me the opportunity to say a few words this

morning.

Last year I came before this commission and I urqed

you not  to  approve a sarary increase for  leg isrators and

const i tu t ional  o f f icers.  At  that  t ime we were arready in

the shadow of  a  looming economic cr is is  in  ca l i forn ia.  we

had made our  cuts  to  educat ion and obvious ly  to  hear th care,

and we knew things v\¡ere only going to get \^rorse.

Much has changed in the l_ast a2 months. Our state

has exper ienced a fu ] l  b lunt  o f  the economic ta i lsp in.  r t

has cr ipp led our  s tate 's  ar ready broken budget  system. To

put  th ings in  perspect ive,  a49 days af ter  we passed our

current  budget ,  w€ rev ised i t  to  s tave of f  bankruptcy or

Sacramento & San Francisco
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going of f  the c l i f f  .  And no\^¡ ,  90 days la ter ,  w€ ' re here

again on the verge of  maybe going of f  the c l i f f  again.

Yesterday, Mr. chairman and members, you know what

happened.  The people of  th is  s tate made i t  very c lear  that

leg is la tors  and const i tu t ional -  o f f icers are not  immune to

f isca l  cr is is .  They overwhel -ming passed.  proposi t ion 1F.

They said enough is enough.

Later today r '  l - l-  be heading back to sacramento co

star t  the d i f f icu l - t  task of  cut t ing b i r l ions and b i l l_ ions of

dollars from government. But one area of the government

tha t t s  no t  i nc l -uded  i n  the  cu t  l i s t  i s  t he  l eq i s la tu re .

Needless to  sây,  leg is la t ive readers in  sacramento are wer l

aware of  the f iscar  cr is is  in  which we f ind ourserves tod.av.

Both Assembly speaker Karen Bass and senate pro Tem Darrerl

s te inberg have been cut t ing of f ice budgets,  inst i tu t ing

hi r ing f reezes and implement ing the cost -sav ing measures

that are needed. They should be applaud.ed for those

e f f o r t s .

But  contro l  over  our  sa lar ies fa l l_s on you,  the

members of  the c i t izens compensat ion commiss ion.  r  be l ieve

tha t  i t  i s  on l y  f a i r  t ha t  we ,  as  e lec ted  o f f i c i a l s ,  sha re  i n

the pain and share in  the sacr i f ices the rest  o f  my state

has fe l - t  and wi t r  cont inue to  feer  in  the next  coupre of

months- And your vote today could make that a reali tv.

F ive thousand st .a te workers are receiv ing p ink s I ips.

Sacramento & San Francisco
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Thousands of  teachers,  our  ch i rdrenrs heroes,  wi l l  be out  o f

j obs ,  t he  e lde r l y ,  t he  d i sab led ,  t he  vo i ce less  and

vul -nerabl -e are going to  s t ruggle as cuts  wi l l  force them to

do more wi th  a Io t  less.  And whi le  speaker  Bass,  pro Tem

ste inberg are to  be commended for  the i r  cost -sav ing ef for ts ,

today you can take the i r  the i r  act ions one step fur ther .

Yesterday the people made their wishes known. Tax

do l l a rs  shou ld  be  spen t  on  peop le ,  no t  e rec ted .  o f f i c i a l s .  r

hope you reinforce that message here today. No one in

Sacramento got  e lected for  the i r  paycheck,  got  e lected to

serve.  we a l l  came here to  help the great  people of

ca l i forn ia.  And r ight  now in  th is  economic cr is is  the best

way \^/e can do as to help the people is to ensure that their

tax dol - lars  go back to  them in a way of  serv ices.

w i r l  a  pay  cu t  be  pa in fu l?  yes .  yes ,  i t  w i l r - .  some

wi l l -  rea l ly  hur t .  But  measured against  t .he painfu l  cuts

that  wi l l  be forced to  take upon the people of  car i forn ia,

th is  is  on ly  a smal l  sacr i f ice \^re should aI l_  be wi l l ino co

make .

r would l ike to end by applauding the commission and,

of  course,  Chai rman Murray for  h is  ef for ts .  He has

spearheaded th is  campaign to  br ing accountabi l i tv  to  the

l e g i s l a t u r e .

Thank you for al lowing me to say a few words, and r

hope you implement the cut that chairman Murray has been

Sacramento & San Francisco
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pushing for  the leg is la ture and.  the const i tu t ional  o f f icers.

Thank you.

CIIARLES MURRå,Y: A1l_ right, thank you very much,

Sena to r .

Any other other speakers that we have schedul_ed?

DEBBIE BALDVüIN: No other speakers.

CHARLES MURRÄY: No other speakers. Okay.

Having said that, what |d l ike to d.o is move on with

what h/e left the prior meeting with. I ,üe had we had a

motion on on the f l-oor which al- l-owed for a ten percent

pay cut which, unfortunately, \^¡e didnrt have we had a

quorum, but  we d idn ' t  have the quorum of  votes.  so r  wi l_ l

enter ta in  enter ta in  a mot ion in  order  to  proceed

proceed  w i th  d i scuss ion .

Would you care to make ca1l for the motion?

KATHY SAI{DS: yeah, I , I1 move to continue that

d i scuss ion  o f  t he  sa la ry  dec rease .  I  guess  tha t r s

CIIARLES MURRAY: Okay.

KATHY SANDS: That you just wanted to continue t.he

d iscuss ion?

CHARLES MIIRRAY: VüeII, I  well_, I  want a motion,

and  then  we t11  then  we ,1 l  have  a  d . i scuss ion  a f te r  t he

mot ion is  proposed.

KATHY SANDS: Of  a ten-percent  decrease?

CHARLES MIIRR.A,Y: Coruect, right.

Sacramento & San Francisco
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KATHY SANDS: okay, r wil l  make a motion to as vüe

ta lked about  before,  to  have a ten-percent  sa lary  reduct ion

in the sa l -ar ies of  the etected and the other  for  the

legisrat .ure and the other  e l -ected of f ic ia ls  that  are under

our  jur isd ic t ion.  That  decrease would be ef fect ive when our

lega1 counsel  says i t  is  appropr ia te,  I  guess.

And ,  you  know,  and  I  - -  I rm  l rm  p ropos ing  a t  l _eas t

a ten-percent  sa lary  reduct ion.  r  th ink ther /  should

share share just  l ike senator  Maldonado said,  they

should share in  at l  the sacr i f ices that  everyone e lse has

has had to en encounter ,  so That 's  my mot ion.

CHARLES MURR-AY: Very good. Thank you.

KATHY SANDS: I need a second.

CHARLES MURRAY: Do I hear a second?

JOHN STITES: Second.

CHARLES MURRAY: okay. For discussion |d l- ike to

s ta r t  t o  my  le f t .

Okay, ,fohn, do you have anything to add?

. IOHN STITES: A quest ion.  This  is  the same

ten-percent  cut  that  we had at  the last  meet ing accord ing to

the minutes that

CIIARLES MURRA.Y: That \^¡e proposed at the l_ast

mee t ing .

'JOHN srrrEs : That v\¡as proposed at the last meeting.

ït appears to me that the economic situation in the

Sacramento & San Francisco
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state was a l i t . t Ie  b i t  d i f ferent  then.  Everybody was

looking forward to the proposit ions that. \^/ere submitted to

the public yesterday or the voters yesterday. And. al_l but

one appeared to  be soundly  defeated.

so doesnr t  that  p lace us in  more d i re  c i rcumstances

economical ly? Are we look ing as as the s tate workers,

no \d  wer re  l ook ing  we , re  hea r ing  5 ,ooo  p ink  s l i ps  w i l l  be

i ssued ,  5 ,ooo  empÌoyees  f rom the  s ta te  w i l l  be  l a id  o f f .

That  has a an ef  fect  a t  local  l -eveI .  The state

the  s ta te ,  o f  cou rse ,  impac ts  the  ]oca l  gove rnmen ts .  r r ve

al ready seen in  some areas,  EI  Monte one,  they 've la id  of f

1-7 pol ice of f icers in  about  a month ago.  And,

unfor tunate ly ,  wi th  these proposi t ions not  pass ing r  woul_d

assume they wi l l  Iay of f  again lay of f  employees.  so my

concern is ,  is  ten percent  enough.

And a secondary concern is ,  is  wi th  the pass ing of

Proposit ion 1F and maybe senator, maybe you can answer

this, is what impact wil-I  that have on thís body and our

decis ions that  we make in  the fu ture?

CHARLES MURRÄY: r think though although you're

welcome to answer,  but  i t  but  but  r  th ink that  is

that is more up to who r say the counsel- to answer what

,JOI IN STITES: I  'd  l ike counsel_

CHARLES MtrRR-Ay: -- with what prop. -- prop. F wil l

do,  not  obv ious ly ,  senator ,  i f  you want  to  say anyth ing,

Sacramento & San Francisco
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p l e a s e .

But we we were going to propose at the end of the

meet ing that  we ask for  for  a  ru l ing f rom counsel  to  say,

a l l -  r ight ,  Prop.  1F has been passed,  what  d.oes that  does

that  mean to us.  That  is ,  obv iousty  you,ve ar l_  read the

s ta tu te ,  and  bu t  i t  doesn ' t  doesn ' t  add ress  any  o f  t he

issues l ike can v\¡e further reduce the salary. rt  says v/e

can ' t  g i ve  any  ra i ses .  r t  says  i t  has  to  be  to  be  a

de f  i c i t ,  bu t  i t  doesn ' t  say  tha t  we  \ ^ ¡e  can ' t  r emee t  .

Because i f  we can ' t  do anyth ing on the sa lar ies,  r^ /€  canr t  do

anything.

r  personal ly  fee l -  that  there is  r  - -  r  would agree

w i th  you ,  werve  j us t  s ta r ted  to  see  the  snowba l r  ro l1 ,  and

i t 's  go ing down the h i r r - ,  and.  i t 's  go ing to  get  b igger  and

bigger  and b igger .  And the 21 b i l l ion that  is  be ing thrown

around r ight  now is  is  just  just  the s tar t ing point .

And i t 's  how soon our  economy can recover .  But  r  - -  r  would

l ike to  know and get  and get  legal  op in ion say ing,  a t l

r i gh t ,  t h i s  i s  p rop .  1F  and  he re ,s  wha t  you  can  do ,  he re ,s

wha t  you  can ' t  do .  Okay .

RUTH LOPEZ NOVODOR: Mr. Murray?

CHARLES MTTRRAY: Yes .

RUTH LopEz NovoDoR: would you ilm not sure what

you r  ques t i on  tha t  you ' re  ask ing  the  (un in te l l i g i b le ) .

CIIARLES MURRAY: r '|m il m going to ask at the end.

Sacramento & San Francisco
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RUTH LOPEZ NOVODOR: All rioht.

CIARLES MIIRR-A,Y: Okay. Save the good stuff for last.

RUTH LOPEZ NOVODOR: All rioht.

CHARLES MURRAY: Okay.

, fohn , fohn,  i f  I  coul -d ask,  s ince i t 's  go ing to  be

a discussion here do you have do you have any other

number in mind that you you think a a pay cut. shoul-d

hi t?  What  what  is  what  is  the (uninte l l ig ib le)  ?

.TOHN STITES: Wel l ,  on Lhe ext reme then,  25 percent .

CIIARLES MURR-A,Y: Okav.

JOHN STITES: But again, my concern is, is shoul-d the

legis la ture and our  e lected of f ic ia ls  grab the buI I  by the

horns and begin to make progress. At a national level we

keep  hea r ing  tha t  i n  201 -0  we ' I l  see  we ' I l  beg in  to  see

the l ight at the end of the tunnel-. And that may be true.

But  at  a  s tate level  is  that  t rue.  Do we impose a

higher  percentage of  a  cut ,  which,  as I  understand,  i t

doesn ' t  impact  the leg is la ture unt i l -  December of  201-0,  and

we '11  mee t  aga in  be fo rehand .  W i l I  t he  l eg i s la tu re  f i nd  us  a

way out  o f  th is  economic mess.

And th is  is  not  an issue of  puni t ive.  I  just .

r e c o g n i z e  t h a t  i f  w e ' r e  l a y i n g  o f f  5 , 0 0 0  e m p l o y e e s ,  w e t r e

going to  lay of f  more,  and there wi l l  be sa lary  reduct ions.

Unions wil l  be consulted, as they are being no\¡/,  and

therer l - l -  have to  be some concessíons made i f  we,re going to

Phillips Legal Services
888-333-8270 www.phillipsdepo.com
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make i t  throuqh thís .

.And  i f  we  t  re  go ing  t . o  i t ' s  i t ' s  t he  i ssue  o f

when  v /e ' re  a t  t he  feas t ,  we  a I1  ea t  we I I .  And  when  i t ' s

fam ine  t ime ,  wê  a l l  ge t  a  sma l l -e r  po r t i on .  And  i t ¡ s

CHARLES MIIRRAY: Okay. Good thought.

JOHN ST ITES:  I t ' s  j us t  my  take  on  i t .  Bu t  I  may

CIIARLES MURRA,Y: Good input . No, well , it the

the the point here is we are aII newly very few have

had governmenta l -  jobs,  and.  so on and so for th ,  but  that 's

why we' re ca l led Cal - i forn ia Ci t izens Compensat ion Commiss ion

because they want folks l ike us that have been in the

business world that have been out there and know how the

play ing.  f ie ld  works.  And,  obv ious ly ,  you do.

So and and I and I think you made a good

point when when when you feast, 1zou feast well_, and

when you don' t  don ' t  have bar ter  to  feast  wi th ,  you

you have to cut back. So

Scott, can I ask ask what you may feel about that

or  or  the proposed b i l l?

SCOTT SOMERS: Right .  I  am suppor t ive of  a

reduct ion.  I  th ink,  âs I  understand,  and I ,m obvious ly  new

on th is  commiss ion,  but  there are three of f ic iar  cr i ter ia

that we are required to consider and t ime required for the

ro1e,  compensat ion to  other  s tate of f icers and - -  and

indiv iduals  and the scope of  the ro le .  But  the our
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const i tu t ional -  responsib i l i ty  a lso a l lows us to  consider  any

other  factor  that  we bel_ ieve is  appropr ia te.

And my exper ience wi th  compensat ion is  the heal th ,

the f inancia l  heal th  of  the organizat ion,  is  a lmost  a lways a

very, very important part of compensation. V{hat can you

af ford and what 's  appropr ia te is  in  the f inancia l  heal th  for

the organizat ion.

So I would I would support a ten percent. I  coul_d

go 25 seems h igh to  me.  But  I  could go to  t2 .  I  might

even be persuaded to go to  15.  And and that rs  very

heavily impacted by the f inancial_ condit ion of the

organizat ion,  o f  the s tate current ly  as a r  th ink that 's

a very impor tant  factor  in  th is  whole d iscuss i_on.

May f comment on the implementation now?

CHARLES MURRAY: Certainl_v.

SCOTT SOMERS: In  some explorat ions of  th is ,  th .e

\^re are we \^/e had compensation for al l  the impacted

g roups  e f fec t i ve  i n  t he  f i sca l  yea r  t o  be  o f f i c i a l l y

implemented the f irst Monday in December. And for aIr

i nc reases ,  t ha t ' s  when  i t  wou ld  go  i n to  e f fec t .  Fo r

decreases,  and there haven' t  been any s ince prop.  r1-2 ! ì /as

passed in  l -990 and became par t  o f  th is  th is  commiss ionrs

overview, the I think that the the the the need,

frankry, to consider how we would actually handl-e deductions

I think has become very important.

Sacramento & San Francisco
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And there was a proposit ion, which has been al l-uded

to ,  P rop .  6 ,  wh ich  was  passed  i n  1 ,9 j2 ,  wh ich  i s  now Ar t i c re

3,  Sect ion 4 (a)  o f  the Const i tu t íon which basica l ly  says you

cannot  reduce sa l -ar ies dur ing the term of  a  par t icu lar

p e r s o n t s  o r  p a r t i c u l a r  o f f i c e ' s  o f f i c e r ' s  t e r m .  T h a t

woul -d seemingly  impact  our  ab i l i ty  to  to  ef fect  change.

My understanding from counsel is that anyone new

af ter  the f i rs t  Monday in  December,  i f  they were to  be

elected new as par t  o f  a  regular  e lect ion or  i f  they were to

assume a seat ,  e i ther  e lected or  appointed,  that  the new

compensation, whatever i t  wou]d be that we miqht mand.ate

here wouId,  in  fact ,  apply .

f  would a lso suggest ,  Mr.  Chai rman,  whi le  I  th ink our

counsel -  has been very helpfu l ,  and r  rea l ly  apprec iate the

time and thoughtfulness there, I would propose that we

chal lenge th is  implementat ion.  r  s t i l - l -  see a potent ia l

conf l ic t  in  our  ab i l i ty  to  adjust  sa l -ar ies up or  down,  which

counsel  has c lear ly  sa id we have the author i ty  to  do.  But

i f  we i f  we ra ise th is  have author i ty  to  ra ise i t  and

i t  goes in to ef fect  in  the f i rs t  Monday in  December,  but  any

reduct ions can somet imes be delayed for  years,  r  s t i r r  see

that  as an issue.  And,  f rank ly ,  I  th ink i t  should be an

i ssue  fo r  t he  peop le  o f  Ca l i f o rn ia .

Therefore, I  would suggest that we make any

chal lenges that  are appropr ia te,  inc lud. ing potent ia l ly

Sacramento & San Francisco
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tak ing i t  to  the At torney Genera l .

CHARLES IvIURRAY: Okay. All  r ight, thank you.

f f  I  could ask I  don ' t  know i f  that  would be a

ques t i on  fo r  you  Debb ie ,  o t  o r  o r  L inda .

But what is the appeal process for an opinion that

comes down from DPA counsel off ice? rs there how do we

go about  i t?

LïNDA MAYHEVü: You would want a second J-ega1 opinion.

CHARLES MURR-A,Y: Riqht .

LïNDA MAYHEW: Änd r would have to research who woul-d

be the appropr ia te par ty  to  take a look at  i t  for  you.

CHARLES MURRAY: Okav.

LINDA MAYHEV'I: As far as challenging the language

i tse l f ,  that  wou]d seem to be through an in i t ia t ive process,

and you could not get a challenge to the ranguage from the

judic iary  wi thout  an ex is t ing controversy - -

CIARLES MURRA,Y: Okav.

LINDA MAYHEVü: -- which means someone would have to

chal lenge and (uninte l l ig ib le)  .

CFIARLES MURRAY: Okay. Can can \^re can we order

then through through Debbie 's  of f ice an opin ion as to  how

we would how we would get get another opinion?

LïNDA MAYHEVI: I  can take care of that for vou_

CIIARLES'MURRAY: Okay.

LINDA IvIAYHEW: I would qet that.
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CHARLES MURRÄY: Okay. Okay, Scott?

SCOTT SOMERS:  Okay,  f ine .

CHARLES MURRÄY: Kathy, dÐy eomments?

KATHY SANDS: No, T

CHARLES MURRAY: Okay, Ruth?

I(ATHY SANDS: --  I  stand on mv motion.

CIIARLES MURRAY: you you have a motion?

I(ATHY sANDS: r  r  would r  would be agreeable to

amending i t ,  but af  ter I  hear the commencs

CHARLES MURRÀ,Y: Okay.

KATHY SANDS: --  more comments.

CHARLES MURR-A,Y: Okay.

RUTH LOPEZ NOVODOR: I

CHARLES MITRR-AY: Ruth.

RUTH LOPEZ NOVODOR: -_ ini t ia l ly was a l - i t t le

concerned about the decrease and its impact and the size of

the decrease.  But  a f ter  r  rev iewed in  deta i l  the rasc

couple of years and the process that the commission took to

come to the current salary, I want to share v,/ith you \,\¡hat I

d i scove red .

As you know, the salaries and the compensation of our

state leg is la tors  are,  on the average,  3o percent  h igher

than the rest  o f  the country  in  terms of  govern - -  s ta te

leg isrators.  so when r  l -ooked at  the what  how the

decisions hrere made, wê evaruated the compensations of the

Sacramento & San Francisco
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highest  pa id execut j -ves f i rs t ,  which is  f ine,  and then we

jumped to the conclus ion that  the leg is tators  should receive

60 to 75 percent  o f  whatever  the execut j -ves get .

The salaries that we took as the compensation that we

compared i t  to  wi th  not  just  o ther  s tates,  but  we went .  to

count ies and other  government  agencies,  and r rm not  sure

that we took into account whether they \^¡ere managed by an

independent council  or i f  they came by those sal_aries such

as Los Angeles county;  very h igh sarar ies there that

in f l -uenced our  dec is ion,  or  i f  they are se l f  -d .ec ided by the

counc i l s  t hemse lves .

r  Lh ink th is  commiss ion has some room to renegot ia te

and take a second rook at the compensation after we make

these cuts  -  so at  f i rs t  r  was a r i t t le  more sensi t ive about

going over  ten.  r f  werre 30 percent  over  most  of  the other

s ta tes  i n  t he  un ion ,  r  t h ink  the re ' s  room.  There ' s  room.

we 've  made  th i s  30  th i s  37  pe rcen t  i nc rease  ove r

the Iast .  couple of  years,  last  three years.  And r  th ink

that  the e lected of f ic ia ts  coming in to of f ice wi r r  know in

advance,  \d€ know that  th is  wi l l  not  impact  the leg is la tors

coming in  I  mean the current  leq is la t ion.

But the point is we are not going to be out of the

water ,  \^ /ê ' re  not  go ing to  be out  o f  t roubre here by the t ime

the next  the next  set  o f  reg is la tors  come in .  And r

th ink the commiss ion can then take a more in te l l igent  v iew

Sacramento & San Francisco
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of  sa lary  compensat ion and fa i r  compensat ion by arso ask ing

t.he question is there an independent third party giving

these peopre these sa lar ies,  or  are they erect ing the i r  own

salary base.  And that ts  a point  I  wanted to  make.  And

within that and because of that r support a higher increase

than ten percent  a  h igher  decrease than ten percent

KATHY SANDS: Decrease.

CHARLES MI]RRJ\Y: Whoa.

RUTH LOPEZ NOVODOR: -- and, you know, somewhere

be tween  15  and  20  I t d  be  comfo r tab le .

CIIÄRLES MURRAY: Bil l  Feyling, could you oh, coul_d

you add anyt.hing to what we,ve already discussed.?

WILLIAM FEYLING: WeI I ,  Mr.  Chai r ,  I  guess through

the  cha i r  I t d  l i ke  to  ask  L inda .  So  so  based  on  the

issues that that u/ere asked by commissioner somers and

the constra in ts  p laced on the commiss ion v ia  the in i t ia t ive

p rocess  back  i n  a972 ,  spec i f i ca r r y  he  men t ioned  p ropos i t i on

6,  what  wourd be the the f iscar  impact  o f  th is  mot ion on

next  year 's  budget  in  in  ba l lpark f igures dol lars  and.

¡ a n l - c r ?

CHARLES MURR-A'Y: r r wilr also defer to counsel.

But from what r know is based on the legaI opinion that we

have right now it would vírtual l-y have no effect on the

salar ies for  December 1st  o f  th is  year  except  for  new

appointees.  And in  December 1st  o f  2010 i t  w i l - r  have an

Sacramento & San Francisco



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

I

I

1 0

Commission Hearing - Volume 1

Phillips Legal Services
888-333-8270

5120t2009

www.phillipsdepo.com
a ^
z v

1 1

1 2

1 3

1 4

1 5

1 6

1 7

1 8

1 9

20

2 1

22

23

24

25

effect  on hal- f  the leqis lacors

scor r  SOMERS :  201-L .  oh ,  r 'm sor ry .  pardon me.  r ,m

sorry.

CIIARLES MURRAY: 201_0 .

wrLLrÄM FEYLTNG: r 'm sorry ,  r  r  can ' t  hear  when

you t re  speak ing .

CHARLES MURRAY: Well_, i t  wil1 i t  \ ,üi l ]

an ef fect  on hal f  the senate and a th i rd  of  the

as  ï  reca l I .  I f  I  cou ld  ask  Counse l  t o  con f i rm

õ A T T è õ f

t ^ - - - ^

l e g i s l a t o r s ,

t h a t  t h a t ' s

LINDA MAYHEV'I: yes. Any resorution that you wouId

pass today,  the resol -ut ion i tse l - f  becomes ef fect ive in

December of  th is  year .

Now, t .here 's  a d i f  f  erence between being ef  f  ect ive and

a d i f ference in  in  imprement ing i t .  And implementat ion

pursuan t  t o  ca l i f o rn ia  cons t i t u t i on ,  A r t i c l e  3 ,  sec t i on  g  - -

r  mean,  r 'm sorry ,  sect ion 4 says that .  you cannot  af fect  the

sa la r i es  o f  t he  peop le  tha t  a re  ex i s t i ng  i n  t he  pos i t i on .

so that means that you're looking at when the new group

wou ld  take  o f f i ce .

so that  means that  in  2o l -0 a l r  assembly members and

hal - f  o f  the senate would be ef fected in  December.  And then

e l -ec ted  o f f i c i a l s  t ha t  t ake  o f f i ce  i n  2o r , . ,  when  they  s ra r t ,

i t 's  the f i rs t  Monday af ter  January 1st  for rowing the

e lec t i on .  so  tha t  wou ld  be  2o lo  fo r  t he  e l_ec ted  o f f i ce rs .

Sacramento & San Francisco
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so other people wourd be the remaining peopre would be

sena to rs  tha t  wou ld  be  e lec ted  i n  20L2 .

so you have al l  of the assembly members and hal-f of

the senate wourd be ef fected in  December of  2oro.  And then

you !üourd have the e lected of f ic ia ls ,  the i rs  would be

ef fected in  , fanuary 2or : -  when they take of f ice,  the j_r  term

begJ -ns .

Does that answer your quest. ion?

WILLIAM FEYLING: yeah,  i t  does.  So basica l ly  I

you just  re i terated what  chai rman Murray sa id,  that  for

for  next  budget  cycre i t 's  not  go ing to  have any impact ,  and

then we' l l  have to  redo someth ing for  the for  the

fo l lowing

CHARLES MURRAY: I would I woul_d just add, y€s,

you r re  r i gh t  as  i t  s tands  now.

WILLIAM FEYLING : Okay. Okay. That '  s t.he t.hat r s

the quest ion that  I  had.  Thank you.

CTARLES MURRÄY: Okay.  I '11 weigh in  on i t .

r think in our last meeting which ,John was was not

ât, but we had a basis for the board board. decrease and

we had someone from the treasury area

ulf l j lJr-E; |¡ \ !UWl_N : .F' l_nance.

CHARLES MITRRAY: -- from the f inance area, and they

were guot ing r  be l ieve a 9.4 percent  sarary reduct ion.

DEBBIE  BALDWIN z  9 .2  9  .23  i s  (un in te l l i g i b le )  .

Sacramento & San Francisco



CHARLES MURRÄY: Okay. Okay.

Plus as v \ ¡erve heard,  and and , fohn has sa id,

therers another  s lew s l -ew of  layof fs  coming which rea11y

doesn ' t  f ac to r  back  i n  t o  a  9 .23  pe rcen t ,  so  because  o f

these people out  o f  work,  and the work load is  be ing sh i f ted

to  o the r  peop le .

I appreciate the comments by .Iohn, and though

though  he ' s  new he re ,  he ' s  had  a  wea l th  o f  expe r ience  i n ,

l -e t 's  sây,  the real  wor ld .  And though I  - -  my - -  my only

concern is  because of  Prop.  l -F.  I f  we ! ì /e  are over ly

aggress ive and doing 25 25 percent  cut ,  prop.  1F locks

our hands in doing anything for next year i f  there is i f

there is  a  def ic i t .  And so even though i t  might  i t  might

appear  to  be drast ic ,  w€ canr t  do anyth ing about  i t .

On the other hand, I feel that in seeing what has

gone ofl ,  seeing what. what the peopl_e voted very strongly

yesterday in  in  Prop.  1A through 18,  and i t 's  not  just

just  i t  \ ¡ /on,  i t  won by a landsl ide.  So I  would I  woul_d

look  a t ,  as  fa r  as  to  rev i se  the  mo t ion  tha t ' s  on  the  f l oo r ,

a compromise bet.ween the ten percent and the 25 percent.

And I would I would ask ask the panel to consider an

18 percent  decrease in  sa lary .  Okay.

I (ATHY SANDS: WeI I ,  I '11 amend my mot . ion to  i_B

percen t .

CIIARLES MURRAY: Do I hear a second?
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,JOHN STITES:  Second.

CIIARLES MURRAY: Okay. Do we have any more

RUTH LOPEZ NOVODOR: Do we have a discussion?

CHARLES MURRAY: Do we have

SCOTT SOMERS:  Vüe d idn ' t  have a  second on  tha t .

RUTH LOPEZ NOVODOR: yeah.

CIARLES MURRAY: Oh, f f thought f heard.

S C O T T  S O M E R S :  O h ,  I ' m  s o r r y .  A 1 I  r i g h t .

CIIARLES MIIRRAY: Okav.

RUTH LoPEz NovoDoR. yeah. And we can al l  discuss

i r .

CHARLES MURRAY: Let's

SCOTT SOMERS: (Uninte l l ig ib le)  .

CHARLES MIIRRAY: Oh,  le t 's  d iscuss i t  now on.

And I '1 I  s tar t  again wi th  ,John. .  Do do you do

you have anything to add to the motion thatrs currentl-y on

the f loor?

JOHN ST ITES :  No ,  s  j _ r .  I  t h ink  i t ' s  reasonab le .

V\ïILLIAM FEYLING: Excuse me, Mr. Chairman?

CHARLES MURRAY: Yes.

wrLL rAM FEYLTNG:  .Tus t  i t r s  a  r i t t l e  b i t  d i f f i cu l t  t o

hear .  coul -d you p lease repeat  the mot ion that rs  on the

f l oo r  t ha t , s  under  cons ide ra t i on?

CHARLES MURRAY: The motion that is on the f loor

r ight  now is  ef fect ive 'Jury 1st  the sa lary  level_s for  a l r

Sacramento & San Francisco
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the leg is la t ive of f ices and the execut ive of f ices und.er  our

contro l  wi l - l  be reduced 18 percent .

WILLIAM FEYLING: Thank vou.

CHARLES MURRAY: Is that correct?

I(ATHY SANDS: Correct.

CHARLES MURRÄY: Okay, Scott, do you do you have

anything to add?

SCOTT SOMERS:  My  sense ,  I  guess ,  was  I rm  a  l _ i t t t e

uncomfor tab l -e wi th  that  wi th  that  Ievel .  r  would be very

comfor tabre wi th  1-5 percent ,  essent iar ry  for  the reason that

you had ment ioned,  Mr.  Chai r .

we have the abi l i ty  to  cont inue t .o  make reduct ions.

our  ab i l i ty  to  u l t imate ly  make increases might  be more

l imi ted.  And r  do,  r  am very suppor t ive of  someth ing h igher

than than ten percent ,  par t icu lar ly  in  l ight  o f  the

the e lect ions yesterday.  And r  do very s t rongry bel_ j -eve

that  that ,  again,  the to ta l -  hear th of  the f inancia l

heal th  of  the organizat ion is  very,  very cr i t ica l  and

important  e lement  of  o f  the compensat ion.

So I  guess I 'm at  the 15 percent .  leve1 rather

than the l -e t rs  just  say my preference woul -d be at  the 15

percent  level  ra ther  than the 18 percent  l_eve1.

CIIARLES MURRAY: Okay. Any any comments, Kathy?

KATHY SANDS: No.

CIIARLES MURRAY: No.

Sacramento & San Francisco



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

Commission Hearing - Volume 1

Phillips Legal Services
888-333-8270

5t20t2009

www.phillipsdepo.com
2 5

8

d

1 0

1 1

1 2

1 3

1 4

1 5

1 6

1 7

1 8

1 9

20

2 1

22

23

24

25

Ruth?

RUTH LopBz NoVoDoR: r v/as kind of reaning towards

the 20,  on ly  because I  th ink

CIIARLES MURRAY: Okar¡.

RUTH LopF,z NovoDoR: -- that the commission needs to

rea11y look at the way we came up with those numbers.

So I  guess I  suppor t  the 1g percent  as a as a

KATHY SANDS: As a compromise.

RUTH LOPEZ NOVODOR: -_ as a compromise.

MALE VOICE: As a compromise.

KATHY SANDS: I do too. you know, rea1ly, I  was

th ink ing 20 a lso,  Ruth.  But  I  th ink as a compromise

RUTH LOPEZ NOVODOR: yes.

KATHY SANDS: - -  and and that 's  what

(un in te l l i g i b te )  .

RUTH LopEz NovoDoR: And for the issues from chuck.

KATHY SANDS: yeah.

CIaRLES MURRÀ,Y:  okay.  B i1r .  B i r r ,  can r  ask you to

weigh in  on th is?

wrLLrAM FEYLTNG: wel1,  r  wour-d,  /ou know, r is ten to

the comments-  r rm not  sure who the speaker  was,  but  i t  was

a gentreman that  that  that  expressed s imi lar  concerns

to the to the issues you expressed, chairman Murrav

CHARLES MURRå,Y: That wourd be scott somers.

BïLL FEYLING: - -  (un inte l l ig ib le)  to  going down,  and

Sacramento & San Francisco



1

2

3

4

5

o

7

8

9

1 0

1 1

Commission Hearing - Volume 1

Phillips Legal Services
888-333-8270

5t20t2009

www.phillipsdepo.com
z o

1 2

1 3

1 4

1 5

1 6

1 7

1 8

1 9

20

2 1

22

23

24

having our  hands t ied wi th  one out .  so r  - -  r  share those

c o n c e r n s .  I ' l _ l  ( u n i n t e l l i g i b l e )  .

CHARLES MURRAY: Okav.

RUTH LoPEz NovoDoR: r calr- for the cruestion.

CHARLES MURRAY: okay. The motion is carred. To

repeat  the mot ion.

KATHY sANDs: oka!, r guess r move that \^/e reduce the

sal -ar ies of  the by 1g percent  e f fect ive ,Ju1y 1st  o f  the

legis la ture and the other  s tate-e lected of f icers und.er  our

jur isd ic t ion.  And the the ef fect ive date wouId be

accord ing to  the in format ion f rom our  counsel .  Thatrs  the

m o t i o n .

CIIARLES MURR-AY: Okay.

KATHY SANDS:  E igh t  18  percent .

CHARLES MURR.AY: Any seconds?

RUTH LOPEZ NOVODOR: Second.

CIARLES IvIURRÄY: Okay.

Al l  in favor by name?

Kathy Sands.

KATHY SANDS: Aye.

CIIARLES MURRAY: Ruth Lopez.

RUTH LOPEZ NOVODOR: Aye.

CIIARLES MURRAY: Bi l - l  Feyl ing.

BILL  FEYLING:  No.

CIIARLES MURRAY: .Tohn Stites.25

Sacramento & San Francisco



' JOHN STf  TES:  Ave.

CIIARLES MURRAY: Scott Somers .

SCOTT SOMERS:  Ave.

CIIARLES MURRAY: Chuck Murrav.

Àr¡a

I t  j -s  a  vote.  f  t  rs  my count  is  f  our  to  two.

We l l ,  Debb ie ts  nodd inq  he r  head .

SCOTT SOMERS: No,  f ive.

DEBBIE BALDI/ ' I fN:  (Uninte l l ig ib le)  .

CHARLES MIIRR-A,Y: No?

DEBBIE BALDWIN: F ive to  one.

CHARLES MURRÄY: Five to one. Five to one, okay.

I t  i s  passed .  Okay .

Moving right along, âDy other other other

comments anybody on the panel would l ike to make, start ing

again with John?

JOHN STITES:  No.  Not .  a t  a I I  .

CHARLES MURR-A,Y: Scott?

scorr  SOMERS: Mr.  chairman, you and r  have tarked

about the a more thorough benef i ts analysis.

RUTH LOPEZ NOVODOR: yes.

SCOTT SOMERS: And I would certainl_y volunteer, i f

you r^/ould l- ike me to do so, to to push more heavily on

that

I (ATHY SANDS: That would be qreat.
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SCOTT SOMERS:  - -  (un in te l l i g i b le )  mee t ing .

CHARLES MURRA,Y: Okar¡.

KATHY SANDS: That woul-d be great. That woul_d be

g r e a t .

CIIARLES MURRJ\Y: Excuse me. Excuse me. coul_d vou

use the phone outs ide,  p lease.  Thank you.

could r  ask ask you,  scot t ,  wi th  your  background

to work wi th  wi th  Debbie Bardwin in  get t ing the pro ject

started and and and compreted? she has a l_ot of

resources/  and you might  be able to  prov ide that  1 is t .

SCOTT SOMERS: f  woul -d be del iqhted.

CIARLES MURRå,Y: Okay, thank you.

SCOTT SOMERS: No other comments.

CHARLES MURRÀY: Kathy?

KATHY SANDS: I guess after we we get the new

information, wil- l-  we meet before the end of the year to have

a workshop on that? rs  that  what  you ' re th ink ing about?

CHARLES MURRAY: Vrle can meet

KATHY SANDS: OT

CIARLES MURRAY: -- any tj-me v\¡e want.

KATHY SANDS: yeah, or i f  we do wait to we tro meet

unt i l  next  year ,  r 'd  r ike to  meet  sooner  in  the year  than

because when we get down to the l ine, the end of ,June

CIIARLES MURRA,Y: Riqhr .

KATHY SAIIDS: - - and when we have to make this

Sacramento & San Francisco
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dec is ion ,  r ' d  j us t  t i ke  to  see  ou r  mee t ings  a  r i t t . l - e  ea r l_ ie r

in  the year ,  i f  u /e can.

CHARLES MURRAY: Okay, certainly.

The the the only thing I wit l  add in in

response to that is i t  was always in May, ,-Tune, because atr

the end of ,June, we had to have our proposals in to apply to

the next budget.

KATHY SANDS: yeah. yeah.

CIaRLES MURRÀ,Y: And and so we wanted to get as

much input as we can al-I throughout the year. But but

if  but i f  you feel- r -- r think maybe with the next

report we get out hre can talk and f ind out when miqht be a

good  t ime  to  mee t .

I(ATHY sANDs: And the other thing I '  d l- ike to say is

that r  fou know, r  apprec iate the vote today.  r  wish we

coul-d have had a ful lr |ou know, six to nothing, but that

would have made me happier. But r understand. you know, v/e

all- have our opportunity to to, you know, vote the way we

wan t .

But  last  year  we ta lked about  hav ing the erected take

a vo luntar i ly  a  vo luntary pay cut .  r  wish that  would

have happened. And r think even no\^/, to me as an el_ected

person to  sây,  wel - I ,  we ' re  going to  cut  a I r  you people,  you

know, i f  they could say, you know, \,rrerre taking a cut Loo,

we l - ] ,  t he re rs  now because  werve  sa id .  we r re  go ing  to  take  an

Sacramento & San Francisco
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18 percent  cut .  But  they s t i r r  have an oppor tuni ty  to  take

a reduction themserves. And and. r woul-d. just appreciate

that ,  i f  any of  them do that .  To me,  i f  r  was in  thac

pos i t i on ,  f  wou l -d .  So

RUTH LOPEZ NOVODOR: I second thac.

KATHY SANDS: r r just say r just want to say

t h a t .

CIIARLES MURRAY: Okay.

KATHY SANDS: Thank you.

CIIARLES MIrRRÀ.y: Do you have anything to add , Ruth?

RUTH LoPEz NovoDoR: r have a concern, Mr. chairman.

And that  is  that  the benef i ts  are a s ign i f icant  component  of

th is  d iscuss ion,  and r  th ink r^ /e are past  the deadl ine t ro

having the d iscuss ion to  incrude i t  in  th is  commiss ion 's

decis ion-making purv iew for  th is  year .  Because,  remember,

i t  won' t  change now for  two years.

so  i f  we  don r t  ac t  on  the  bene f i t s  be fo re , -Tune ,  wh ich

I rm get . t ing the impress ion \ , \ re  d idn, t  get  a  repor t

CIIARLES MURRAY: Righr.

RUTH LoPEz NovoDoR: - -  so r  guess we' re not  go ing to

get  i t ,  werre not  go ing to  get  to  address that  issue

KATHY SANDS: No.

RUTH LopEz NovoDoR: -- r,m a l i t t l_e concerned that

thatts an area that is a runar/\ray problem, and we need. co

take  a  l ook  a t  i t .

Sacramento & San Francisco
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Do you have any ideas on how we can include that in

and for  the deadl ine that rs  due?

CIIARLES MiIRRÀy: That's a good point. f  h¡as just

t ry ing to  instead of  me t ry ing to  f ind i t ,  courd r  ask

ask counsel  is  the rest r ic t ion we have and the wai t  per iod,

sha1I we sây, to imprement any any change, and r forget

what l-aw it  \ ,vas, but i t '  s i t  '  s \â/e we cannot

decrease any sa lar ies dur íng the term of  o f f ice.  Right?

LïNDA MAYHEV'I: Correct.

CHARLES MURRAY: Okay. Does the language apply

st r ic t ly  to  sa l -ar ies or  benef i ts  or  to  compensat ion?

LïNDA MAYHEW: Looking at the 1anguage of the

Cons t i t u t i on ,  A r t i c l e  3 ,  Sec t i on  g  (g )  ,  i t  says  tha t  you

shal - I  by a s ing le resorut ion adopt  í t  by the major i ty  o f  the

membership, adopt adjust the annual salary and the

medj-car ,  denta l  insurance and other  benef i ts .  so r  wourd be

glad to  research i t  fur ther  for  you,  but  o f f  the top of  my

head what r - - what r woul-d say to you is that i t  's one

resol -ut ion.

CHARLES MIIRRAY: V,Iel_l, but but but I guess my

quest ion was then i t  does inc lude aI I  benef i ts?

LINDA MAYHEW: It seems to according to this

language ,  bu t  I ' 11 -  be  g lad  to  1ook  a t  i t  f u r the r .

CIIARLES MURRÃY: Okay. ff you if you coul_d.

Because \ ¡ /er re when we speak about  the benef  i ts ,  and.  scot t

Sacramento & San Francisco
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is  going to  to  work wer l  r  th ink wi th  wi th  DpA in

get t ing to  the bot tom what  are the benef i ts ,  i t  i t  qoes

f  ar  beyond heal th  insurance.  r  mean i t  '  s  t r ,üo f  ree cars,

f ree gasol ine,  you know, everyth ing.  what  what  is  th is

as compared to  other  s tates and other  other  iobs.

ï t r s

LINDA MAyHEvü:  we' l I  be g lad to  g ive you a l is t  o f

whatrs  in  the on what  the benef i t

CHARLES MURRAY: Okay.

LINDA MAYHEW: - -  package is  that  we bel ieve is

s imi lar  to  the sa lary  that  is  re ferred to  in  the

Const j - tu t ion.  Ts that  what  yourre ask ing?

CIaRLES MURRAy: r don' t know. what what what

did you say again?

LINDA MAyHEW: r  th ink wel - r ,  r 'n ì  t ry ing to  crar i fy

the the request .

CHARLES MURR.A,Y: rf you' l I  bring i t  down to an eighth

g rade  Ieve I ,  I  app rec ia te  i t .

L INDA MAyHEW: r  th ink you ' re ask ing me what  benef i ts

is are comparable to what is mentioned in the

const i tu t ion and i f  that 's  par t  o f  the sa lary  package.

CHARLES MURR-AY: What yeah yes. What is

what is included in the constitut ion saying that the you

cannot make a change for for the salary or the benefits

unt i l  the end of  the term.

Sacramento & San Francisco
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LfNDA MAYHEW: Okay. I  have that here.

CHARLES MURRAY: okay, what is what is encompassed

in  the  a t t i tude  o f  benef  i t s .  r  mean wou]d  i_ t  inc rude qas

f o r  t h e  c a r .

LINDA MAYHEV,I:  Okay, that 's

CHARLES MURRAY: Okay.

LINDA MAYHEV,I: Thank vou.

CIIARLES MURRAy: Okav.

RUTH LOPEZ NOVODOR: Oh, may I  ask a quest ion.

CIIARLES MURRAY: yes, Ruth.

RUTH LOPEZ NOVODOR: Would i t  be and this is

rea l ly  pushing the envelope,  but  r 'm in terested in  my

col leagues '  op in ion.  v ' Iou1d i t  be poss ib le  wi th  a l i t t l_e

more information before ,.Tune to at least come up with a

percentage not to exceed as part of our commi-ssion

st .a tement?

rn other  words,  benef i ts  inc lud ing everyth ing should

not  exceed x percent  o f  the sa lary .  And wi th  that ,  the

determination be made on how that gets broken down may

become the job of  the of  the of  the personnel

depar tment ,  but  we set  a  r imi t  as a percentage of  sarary

that  a l l  o f  that  must  be.  And because v/e don ' t  have t ime

and |ve learned the hard way that by not taking action last

yea r  we  can r t  t ake  ac t i on  th i s  yea r .

So we need to look a year and a hal_f ahead. And I

Sacramento & San Francisco
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would l ike us to  consider  someth ing that  a t  least  says

there 's  go ing to  be a cap on th is ,  and th is  is  a  reasonabl -e

cap re lat ive to  expenses,  re l -a t ive to  benef  i ts  .

So I  donr t  know that  we have to  get  in to the minut ia ,

but I do think we need to set a protocol. .And and I

defer to our expert on the panel for

KATHY SANDS: Yeah, u/e think that woul-d be

SCOTT SOMERS: Wel I ,  I

KATHY SANDS: - -  workable.

SCOTT SOMERS: I  guess T have a quest ion of  Mr.

Chairman , of how it is currentl-y working. In other

words,  w€ just  made a sa lary  adjustment .  T l lhat  does

current ly  happen wi th  benef i ts? Are there cost -of - l iv ing

adjustments? Are there that are already buil-t  j-nto the

system?

KATHY SANDS: NO.

CHARLES MURRÄY: NO.

KATHY SANDS: NO.

CFTARLES MURRÀY: No. I mean as as

KATHY SANDS: No.

CIARLES MIIRRAY: As I know right now, and that's \,,¡hy

we ' re  ge t t i ng  ge t t i ng  the  1ega1  op in ion ,  t he  bene f i t s

have been exc luded f rom us to  look at .  Because werve asked

for  th is  repor t  for  a t  least  two sess ions now.  Arrd and

the benef i ts  and a recap of  the benef i ts  have been exc luded

Phillips Legal Services
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f rom us,  so we don' t  know what  is  inc luded wi th in  the

benef i t  s t ructure or  not .  r  mean is  hav ing two cars,  one

here and one at the home distr ict, one here meaning at

Sacramento,  is  that  a  benef i t ,  or  is  that  is  that  a  - iob

requirement?

So th is  is  but  th is  is  why,  you know, f  I

apprec iate Ruthrs comment  only  only  because i t  i t

reaI1y takes a 3,000 foot  v iewpoint  o f  the problem and

set  î -  and r  th ink most  of  us wi l l -  defer  to  you on what  is

the appropr ia te appropr ia te percent .  Is  i t  25 percent ,

i s  i t  3 0 ,  i s  i t  1 g ?

SCOTT SOMERS: I don't have a number on that r iqht

now. And I guess my I guess my concern would be that

I  - -  t . h a t  I  - -  I  - -  I  w o u l d  l i k e  t o ,  a n d  I ' m  I r m  s u r e

that the the this group, wê need to thoroughly

understand exactly what our current benefits are and how

they can compare i t .

CIIARLES MURRAY: Okay.

SCOTT SOMERS: And I  canr t  say today that  I

understand that .

I would be very much in favor of somehow capping

anyth ing that  is ,  you know, current ly  out  there,  l f  we need

to have some sort of a resolution on that, forl  know, pending

fur ther  analys is  on th is .  And,  you know, i t  might  taker  /o l l

know,  a l i t t le  b i t  o f  t ime,  and r  dont t  know that  i t  can be
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done before the end of ,June, you know, in terms of

KATHY SANDS: Yeah.

SCOTT SOMERS: - -  in  terms of  a  meet inq wi th  th is

: J t v u I / .

But one of the things that I was going to perhaps

recommend, we talked about one meeting. As a suggestion,

that maybe having tv¡o meetings, with the f irst meeting being

essent ia l ly  a  data analys is  k ind of  a  meet ing where v¡e, re

k ind of  look ing at  the numbers,  look ing at  benef i ts ,  e t

cetera,  that  we might  then be abre to  and par t icu lar ly

s ince \ ¡ r ¡er re prohib i ted by Bagley-Keene f  rom even ta lk ing to

each other  other  than in  these you know, these meet ings,

tha t  we  th ink  o f  i t  as  so r t  o f  a  two -s tep  p rocess .

That  be ing sa id,  I 'd  be happy to  push wi th  s taf f  to

t ry  and do someth ing sooner  rather  than la ter .  But  r  don ' t

see that a you know, any kind of a really good, thorough

analysis could happen before the end of ,June.

CIIARLES MIIRRÄY: Okay.

John, do you do you have a comment to add?

.TOHN STITES: Am I to understand that this

in format ion was requested at  l -east  two sess ions ago

CIIARLES MURR-AY: Riqht .

JOHN STITES: - -  and they 've yet  to  prov ide i t?

CTARLES MURRAY:  We l l_ ,  i t ' s  i t ' s  a  h i_s to ry  - -

'JOHN STITES: Okay.
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CHARLES MURRAY: - - that that we have. V,Ie we

asked f  or  i t ,  i t  was g iven to  anot .her  depar tment  to  to

prepare.  They had the i r  budget  cut .  They came back la ter

and sa id,  f lo ,  w€ canr t  do i t  because h¡e don ' t  have the

personne l .  And  i t  j us t

RUTH LOPEZ NOVODOR: That's more reason to put a cap

on i t ,  gent lemen.

JOHN STITES: There t.here is a a standard that

you '11 see across the board,  hav ing negot ia ted qui te  a few

contracts  for  benef i ts  and sarary,  and that 's  genera l ly

around 45 Lo 47 Þercent . .

RUTH LoPEz NovoDoR: But doesn't that incrude taxes?

,fOHN STITES: f t  includes everything

RUTH LOPEZ NOVODOR: yeah.

,JOHN STITES: -  -  r ight  o f  f  the top.

RUTH LOPEZ NOVODOR: So net of taxes, payrol l  taxes,

what shoul-d i t  be. And r think that 's somethins \^re can

f igure out between now and ,fune l-st.

JOHN srr rEs:  so r  wourd assume whatever  the i r  sa lary

ís ,  probably  around 45 percent  o f  that  is  go ing to  the i r

hea l th  ca re  bene f i t s ,  t he i r  den ta l ,  t he i r  and  I  don ' t

th ink that  inc ludes i f  i f  i t  actual ly  is  inc luded,

whether  i t 's  a  actual ty  a work requi rement  to  have the

veh ic les

CTARLES MIIRR-A,Y: Riqht .

Sacramento & San Francisco
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LÏOHN STTTES: --  and the and the gasol ine card. and

a l l  t h a t .

CIIARLES MIIRR-A,Y: wel1, you know, what what r like

about about Ruthrs motion or proposar or whatever i t

winds up being is that we can put i t  in place no\^¡. And then

down the road we can determine what  is  a  benef i t ,  what  isnr t

a benefit ,  what what ís r ight and what is wrong.

A::d r think as and |m sure scott has been

invol-ved in this much more than any one of us, i t  * s i t  ,  s

going to be going to be amazing to see what is what is

considered wi th in  the benef i t  package.

RUTH LOPEZ NOVODOR: yeah, the percenrages.

. ÏOHN STITES: Amazing is  a  good word.

RUTH LOPEZ NOVODOR: yeah.

SCOTT SOMERS: yeah,  I  __ I  th ink,  by the way,  just

as a percentage,  percentage,  f f iy  exper ience,  is  that

percentage varies al l  over the board depending on the

industry  the personrs in  and.

CIIARLES MURRAY: Righr.

SCOTT SOMERS:  - -  (un in te f l i g i b le )  and  to ta l

compensat ion.  r f  your  to ta l  compensat ion is ,  you know,

$ 3 0 0 , 0 0 0  a  y e a r ,  t h e n  t o t a l  b e n e f i t s  a r e  a  c e r t a i n

pereentage of  our  to ta l  compensat ion of

CIIARLES MURRA,Y: True .

scorr  SOMERS: --  dor- Iars.  But there again,  your

Sacramento & San Francisco
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benef i ts  are a much d i f ferent  k ind of  percentage.

So I do think we have to be thoughtful about i t .  At

the same time we need to ensure no\^r that somehow u/erre

werre not  a l lowing a runaway t ra in  here,  you know, in  the

shor t  term.

CIIARLES MTIRRAY: Okav.

RUTH LOPEZ NOVODOR: But do you think that 's an

eas ie r  t ask?  Excuse  me ,  Mr .  Cha i rman ,  I ' r ì  j us t  t r y i ng

CHARLES MURRAY: Go ahead.

RUTH LOPE,Z NOVODOR: If I can formulate a motion.

But  do you th ink thaLts an easier

CTARLES MURRAY: We're a l l  f r iends here.

RUTH LOPEZ NOVODOR: -- easier task to come up with

what that percentage is when before ,June is i t  ,June

1st  or  ,June 30th?

CHARLES MURRAY: June 30th.

RUTH LOPEZ NOVODOR: ,June 30th.

before .June 30th what a percentage range might be

so that  we as the commiss ion can take act ion? Because we

know that  they ' re  not  go ing to  ever  g ive us the in format ion,

not  because they don, t  want  to ,  the budget  cuts  \ ¡ /er re

v /e r re  go ing  to  - -  t h i s  i s  t he  the  top  p r i o r i t y .  So  we , re

not really going to get a lot of the information before ,June

30 th .  We 've  reques ted  i t ,  i t r s  no t  he re .  I  t h ink  we  need

to be prudent in coming up with a number and to say it  needs

Sacramento & San Francisco
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to  be capped (uninte l l ig ibre)  fo lks,  and then you f igure i t

o u t .

CHARLES MITRRAY: r wourd r wourd asree with Ruth.

B i t l ?  B i l l ?

BILL FEYLING: Coul -d I  weigh in  just  for  a  second?

CHARLES MURRAY: Sure. Sure.

B ILL  FEYL ING:  And  i t ' s  a  l i t t l e  b i t  d i f f i cu l t  t r o

fo l Iow the conversat ion,  so r  hope you r  hope you ' l I  bear

w i t h  m e .

CHARLES MURRAY: Certainfy.

BILL FEYLING: The concern I might have about the

the the concept  of  o f  hav ing percentage benef i ts ,

to ta l -  benef i t  package is  a percentage of  the of  the

salary is  that  s ince s ince we have a sr id ing scare and

you know, so that would mean if  you came up with X

percentage of salary, that the governor would have less

heal th  benef i ts  t .han the teg isrators,  because he makes twice

as much as the leg is la tors  do.

Does that  make sense to  fo lks?

C}IARLES MURRAY: I

BILL FEYLING: I t ,s  the same th ing as as the

fantastic heal-th plan as a percentage of someone who makes

$500 ,000  i s  much  }ess  than  a  fan tas t i c  hea l - t h  p fan  tha t  i s  a

pe rcen tage  o f  100 ,  000  .

CHARLES MURRAY: As

Sacramento & San Francisco
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BILL FEYLTNG: To get  the average of  what  that  is ,

is out there in the in t.he open market is is

wou ld  be  seems  seem to  be  a  l i t t I e  b i t  cha r leng ing .

And then to apply that same type of percentage to the forks

that  h¡e look af ter  here,  i t  i t  seems a l - i t t re  b i t

problemat ic  based on the fact  that  they don ' t  ar l_  make the

same th ing.

Does that make sense to anybody?

CTARLES MURRAY: Good point . Good point .

r f  r  courd i f  r  could ask scot t .  r  mean the way r

heard what he was stating is that what what we miqht do

i s  c o m e  b a c k  w i t h  u n d e r  l - 0 0 , 0 0 0 ,  i t ' s  4 2  p e r c e n t ,  1 0 0  t o  2 o o

is  35 percent  ,  or  or  or  someth ing a long that  r ine.

Scot t ,  âûr  I  r ight ,  o t  d id  I  read that  wrong?

scorr  SOMERS: yeah,  no,  r  th ink that  r  th ink that

i s  exac t l y  r i gh t .  And  a t  t he  same t ime  I  t h ink  i t ' s

important to understand what the categories are, you know,

in  each of  these cases so that  you can be again,  I  am

ï am as suppor t ive r  th ink as as hopefu l ly  as as

as most  people on here real ly  contro l r ing costs  and making

sure that  werre get t ing a bang for  our  buck.

RUTH LOPEZ NOVODOR: yes,  that 's  our  iob.

CHARLES MIIRRAY: Riqht. Right.

RUTH LOPEZ NOVODOR: That 's  our  job.

scorr SOMERS: on the other hand, r think we do have

Sacramento & San Francisco
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to be thoughtful about i t  and make sure that \^re I re

understanding so t.hat that \^/e can can ask al_I of these

people that  \ , r ¡er re regulat ing to  operate as absolutety

ef f ic iency as poss ib le  wi th  benef i ts  that  we th ink ther¡

shou ld  ge t .

So f  am a l - i t t le  concerned,  I  wi l l  sây,  that  i f

you 've been ta lk ing about  t ry ing to  get  th is  in format ion for

two years,  r rm concerned about  what  i lm going to  be able to

get from anyone in the nexLr |or1 know, two weeks to be able

to make that kind of decision. That would be my only

concern.

CHARLES MURRAY: I would agree. But but i f  we

could t ry  to  massage th is  a l i t t le  b i t ,  can would.  you

feel  in  two,  three weeks you could come back wi th  and sây,

a l l  r ight ,  in  the in  the business wor ld  th is  is  the norm,

someone making under  th is ,  the i r  benef i t  package is  th is ,

someone making this, and f orget about t.he legislator. ,Just

say this is what what a Mercer would come up with or a

Korn/Ferry or someone.

SCOTT SOMERS: Riqht .

CIIARLES MURR-A,Y: ,Just say this is this is the norm

that would and we could work on that.

SCOTT SOMERS: Cer ta in lv .  I  I  - -

CHARLES MURRAY: I think there

SCOTT SOMERS: Therers no doubt  I  can get  some you

Sacramento & San Francisco
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know, some some general numbers

CHARLES MURRAY: Okay.

SCOTT SOMERS: -- you know, in and even in

part icular industries and and what would normarly be

inc luded in  that .

I  woul -d l ike to ,  however ,  â t  the same t ime at  l_east

get some of the information

CHARLES MURR-A,Y: Riqht.

SCOTT SOMERS: - -  you know, f rom the s tate

CIIARLES MURR-AY: Riqht.

SCOTT SOMERS: - -  because there mav be some

categor ies there that r  1zou know, are

RUTH LoPEz NovoDoR: I ' Ie got a great packet before the

las t  mee t ing ,  and  a l l  t he  sa ra r i es  and  tha t ' s  where  r r ve

endeavored how the how we came to this 35 percent above

a l l  o t h e r  s t a t e s .

CIaRLES MTIRR-A,Y: Riqhr .

RUTH LOPEZ NOVODOR: AII the sal_aries are there.

I t ' s  mu l t i p le  d i f f e ren t  ways  o f  o rgan iz ing  the  d .a ta .

So I would l ike t.o request that Deborah get you a

copy of  that ,  i f  you don ' t  a l ready have i t .

Debbie,  could we prease get  h im at  reast  the package

we got  for  the last  meet ing,  the one wi th  a l l  the sarar ies

and by department and so forth?

CIIARLES MIIRRA,Y: I r think (unintel_tigible) .

Sacramento & San Francisco
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RUTH LOPEZ NOVODOR: Oh, i t  might be. Okay. That

one r think would give you at reast a a a kind of a

snapshot  of  what  k ind of  sa lar ies \ , r ¡e , re ta lk ing about .

SCOTT SOMERS: I  f  th ink that ,s  great .  And f

woul-d be delighted to take a crack at this over the next

coup le  o f  weeks .

And then, what, convene another meeting, is that what

yourre th ink ing,  Chuck?

CHARLES MURRÀ,Y: since it  '  s transparent, any of our

meet ings,  r  would say i f  hre courd get  the data to  each of

the members. And then in staring at my carendar for ,Trnc r

wourd say the 17th or the lgth of .Tune, that woul-d that

would give us enough t ime to

KATHY SANDS: yeah, i t  would be good for me.

CHARLES MURRAY: Anybody anybody have have a

problem wi th that?

RUTH LOPEZ NOVODOR: No,  that 's  good for  me.  The

fo l l -owing weekend r rm gone.  But  r  courd te le  r  courd be

on the phone.

CHARLES MURR-AY: yeah. ,John?

. ÏOHN ST ITES:  f  t h ink  I 'm  good ,  s i r .

CHARLES MURRÄY: Okay.

RUTH LOPEZ NOVODOR: yeah.

CHARLES MURRAY: The onry thing that r -- r 've aqreed

wi th DPA, that  we' |1 l  a l - ternate the meet ings between the

Sacramento & San Francisco
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sacramento and and and L.A.  so th is  one wi l l -  probably

be up there.  Okay.

, fOHN STf  TES: That '  s  f  ine.  That  works f  or  me.

CHARLES MURRA,Y: Any problems?

JOHN s r r rEs :  Debb ie ,  r ' 1 r  need  you r  ass i s tance  on

t h i s .

RUTH LoPEz NovoDoR: T th ink that 's  great .  r rm game.

CIIARLES MURRAY: Bil- l ,  âry problem with the r_7th or

1 8 t h ?

BILL FEYLTNG: r  could make a meet ing on the r_7th.

u n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  r h a v e a  r  h a v e  a  w o u r d h a v e  a  c o n f l i c t

o n  t h e  1 8 t h .

CIIARLES MURRAY: Okay.

I(ATHY SANDS: yeah, 17th

SCOTT SOMERS:  The l -7 th  works  f  ine  w i th  me.

RUTH LOPEZ NOVODOR: The t_7th. t_7rh is

CHARLES MURRAY: Debbie, can we cal- l  a meetinq for

the 17th and do whatever is necessary and we,rr  n" . r f ,

DEBBIE BALDWIN: In Sacramento.

CHARLES MURRÄY: --  up in Sacramento? Okay.

And sco t t  sco t t  w i l l  work  w i th  you on  the  repor t ,

and then hetl l-  cl-ear everything al l  through you. okay?

CIARLES MURRÀ,Y: Okay. Bitt? Any

WÏLLIAM FEYLING: No,  I ' rTt  f ine.  f  ,m sorry ,  I  was

jus t  ge t t i ng  a  l i t t l - e  con fused

Sacramento & San Francisco
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CHARLES MURRÀ.Y: Okav.

BILL  FEYLING:  I  go t  a  1 i t t le  look ing  a t  my

ca lendar  the  17 th  i s  qood.

CHARLES MURRå,Y: Okay. Good..  Good. Okay.

RUTH LOPF.Z NOVODOR: Good for me roo.

KATHY SANDS: yeah.

CHARLES MtrRRAy: okay, any other other commenl-s

any anyone on the panel woul_d 1ike to make?

,John?

.IOHN STITES : ,Just a real quick one.

r t  wou ld  jus t  be  n ice  to  unders tand what  p rocess  they

use to prov ide t .hem wi th the i r  medica]  benef i ts  and a l l_  the

other  supplementa l  benef i ts .  r  r  have zero understand. ing

of  i t  now,  and i t  may be just ,  lou know, rerat ive ly  s imple.

Pe rhaps  the  budge t  peop le  cou ld  j us t  t e l r  us .  Tha t ' s  t he

way i t  works in  L.A.  county,  the budget  people te l_ l  us.

CHARLES MtrRRå'y: okay. okay. As as r recarl,

what  r  read,  and r  - -  and r  and r  - -  r  haven' t  spent  a

l -o t  o f  t ime on i t ,  but  r  th ink the leg is la ture and the

execut ive of f ices are par t  o f  a  larger  larger  medica l

program.

RUTH LoPEz NovoDoR: can r make a recommendation?

CHARLES IvII.IRRAY: Certainly.

RUTH LopEz NovoDoR: That under these circumstances

courd we not  reguest  that  cer ta in  execut ives jo in  us and.
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make a presentation at the meeting and so that. we can ask

them questions and we don't have to go t.hrough al l  the

reading of  the mater ia ls?

DEBBTE BALDWTN: we have our  our  bus iness of f icer

that can cover the medical- section, attend.ed out last.

mee t ing .  Tha t '  s  (un in te l l i g i b le )  .

RUTH LOPEZ NOVODOR: And we d idn, t  use i t .

DEBBTE BALDI iüIN:  (un inter l ig ib le .  )  And we 've been

asked that  they have the (uninte l l ig ib le)  f rom

RUTH LOPEZ NOVODOR: yeah.

DEBBIE BALDWTN: -  -  (un inte l_ l ig ib ]e)  and that

(un in te l -1 ig ib Ie )  .

RUTH LOPEZ NOVODOR: I think we need a

(un in te l l i g i b le )  - -

CHARLES MURRAY: That's qreat.

RUTH LOPEZ NOVODOR: -- staff report.

SCOTT SOMERS: I  th ink that 's  a  qreat  idea

par t i cu la r l y  i f  we ' re  do ing  i t  i n  Sac ramen to .

I(ATHY SANDS: Yeah, because, forl  know, the city, lve

have staf f  repor ts  and

RUTH LOPEZ NOVODOR: Now, is there any other

executives that we want to make a to have here so we can

get  more in te l l igence about  our  dec is ions? Is  i t  the

benef i ts  o f f icer? And is  there anyth ing e lse? what  about

the cars and al- l  of that? V,Ihere does that come from?

Sacramento & San Francisco
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DEBBIE BALDVIIN: I don' t  know.

CHARLES MURR-AY: unfortunately, the senator reft,

È U

KATHY sAt{DS: The senator because he told those

that 's  a l - I  but  you know how everyth ing 's  approvedr  1zou

do ,  you  to ld  us .

GUS DEIvIAS:  But  i f  I  may speak (uninte l_1 ig ib le)  .

CHARLES MURRAY: Sure.

KATHY SANDS: Sure.

cUS DEMAS: Gus Demas (uninte l_ l ig ib le)  .  Wi th the

vehicres,  r  th ink you shour-d probably  get  the opin ion

(un in te l l i g i b le ) ,  because  r  d .on ' t  be l i eve  veh ic l_es  a re

considered a benef i t  in  the const i tu t ional  language that  you

have in  f ront  o f  you.  (Uninte l l ig ib le)

KATHY SANDS: We1I, we need. to know that.

cUS DEMAS: - -  (un inte l l ig ib le)  heal th  benef i ts  and

re la ted  bene f i t s .

FEIVALE VOICE: And what  was (uninte l l ig ib le?)

GUS DEMAS: Heal th ,  denta l  there,s  s imi lar

b e n e f i t s .

KATHY SANDS: Okav.

GUS DEMAS:  r  don ' t  be ] i eve  the  ca r , s  on  i t .  Bu t

once

MALE VOICE: Can f  ask who,s speaking,  p lease?

GUS DEMAS: I rm sorry ,  I ' l_1 repeat  my name is  Gus

Sacramento & San Francisco



D e m a s ,  D - E - M - A - S ,  a n d  I ' m  t h e  f i s c a l  o f f i c e r  f o r  t h e

assemb ly .

MALE VOICE: Thank you.

GUS DEMAS: Sure.

RUTH LOPEZ NOVODOR: Thank you.

GUS DEMAS: Wi th that  in format ion,  hre we,d be

happy to provide that information to you.

RUTH LoPEz NovoDoR: where would that come from?

GUS DEMAS: T¡rIe can provide that informatíon to vou.

The the members have the opt ion of  serect ing a leased

vehicre.  And not  a I l -  members do have a vehic le .  But  those

that  do,  the month ly  payment  computed is  capped,  350 or  400

a month depending on the l -ease.  The senate is  a  r i t t re

d i f f e ren t .  r  be l - i eve  the i r s  goes  fo r  500  a  mon th .  And  so

F L - F
L I I A  L

CHARLES MURRAY: For two two vehicles, r ight?

GUS DET4AS: Actuarly, they have a vehicle available

in  sacramento i f  they f ry  to  sacramento.  But  i f  they dr ive

to Sacramento,  they only  have one vehic l_e.

CIIARLES MIIRRAY: Okay.

GUS DEtr{AS: And if  r courd mention one other i tem

CHARLES MIIRRA,Y: Certainly.

KATHY SANDS: Sure.

GUS DEMAS: (uninte l l ig ib le)  that  might  he lp you

for  your  next  meet ing.
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The members, most of them, are not in a retirement

system. And so T would just  caut ion that  you be very

carefu l -  when you compare especia l ly  wi th  other  s tates.

berieve New York probably has the next highest salary, and

bel ieve they do have a ret i rement  system.

So when you ' re ta lk ing about  30 percent  beIow,  you

shoul-d look at New york very careful ly, because they have a

st ipend that 's  prov ided to  over  90 percent  o f  the senators

and 70 percent of their assembry members. Arid so i f  you

l -ook at  just  the i r  top r2o members,  because they have 2so,  r

be l i eve ,  t hey  a re  pa id  c lose  to  1oo ,  o0o  a  yea r ,  no t  t he i r

base  sa la ry  o f  79 ,000 .  And  aga in ,  t hey r re  i n  a  re t i r emen t r

sys tem.

so \ ,ü i th  th is  reduct ion that  you just  passed here a

few minutes âgo, r bel ieve New york then woul_d be a hiqher

paid leg is la ture than the State of  Cal i forn ia.

KATHY SANDS: But rn¡e were the highest before that?

GUS DEIvIAS: Yes.

KATHY SANDS: yes.

GUS DEMAS: yeah. But let me let me guantify that

or  qual  put  a  d isc la imer there for  a  minute.  r  don ' t

know how you value their ret irement system. rf i t  v/as

valued at  20 to  25 percent  o f  the i r  sa lary  sa lary ,

perhaps they vrere even bet ter  pa id then.  And that 's

something you might want to

r

ï
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KATHY SANDS: Do you know of any other states?

GUS DEIvIAS: r donrt know if the other states can have

that t14>e of a st ipend or ad.dit ional payments . r don't know

that .  But  I  know New york def in i te ly  does.

But  any in  terms of  o ther  in format ion,  I 'm happy

to prov ide that  to  you.  Much of  i t  is  repor ted per iod ica l ly

through open records request .  The gas amount  that 's  made

avai l -abre to  them. some members pay for  the i r  gas as wel_I .

And their leased car pa]^nentrs, we can give you the t lpe of

vehic le  they have.  Ar1 that  deta i l  is  avai rab le to  you.

KATHY sANDs: yeah, r think that that helps us r

th ink more to  do our  job.  you know, r  th ink i t 's  hard t .o

to understand the in format ion that  we've had,  and we haven, t

rea l ly  had enough,  so we' l - r  apprec iate that .  Thank you.

T h a t r s

GUS DEMAS: Sure.

I(ATHY sANDs: chairman Murray had to step out f or a

m inu te .

so is there any other any more conversation?

,JOHN STITES: One of the things, Kathy, you

vol -unteered that  r  was going to  ask h im.  But  r  wourd,  i f  r

courd,  reguest  your  ass is tance d i rect ly  invorved in  th . is  in

th is  other  benef i t  analys is  par t icu lar ry  because of  your

locat ion a l -so and you ' re yourre in  the sacramento area;

are you not?

Sacramento & San Francisco



I(ATHY SANDS: I am.

scorr SOMERS: And some of this information that we

might be gathering might even be helpfur to have a

face- to- face meet ing,  but  you might  be abre to  more easi l -y

than I  pr ior  to  that  meet ing on the 17th.  So

I<ATHY SAI{DS : Okav.

SCOTT SOMERS: - -  I  request  your

KATHY SANDS: Okav.

SCOTT SOMERS:  - -  you r  ass i s tance .

KATHY sANDs: r 'd be happy to. r was thinking maybe

Ruth woul_d l ike to, but she is a ways alvay.

RUTH LoPBz NovoDoR: And you know what, this is a

ve ry  d i f f i cu r t  mon th  fo r  me .  Bu t  r ' 11  he re  fo r  t he

mee t ings ,  and  I ' 11_  be  ava i l ab le  by  phone .

KATHY SANDS: okay- r would be happy to help you.

SCOTT SOMERS: Okay, thank you.

And we courd ca l r  on others too.  r  guess we have

some restr i-ct ion about how many of us can talk at any point

i n  t i m e .

KATHY SANDS: yeah, how we communicate is we have

to  wa tch  how we  (un in te l l i g i b le ) .  So  Two  can  say?

RUTH LopBz NovoDoR: yeah. Two people is good.

SCOTT SOMERS: Th¡ors okay,  yeah.

KATHY SANDS: yeah.

SCOTT SOMERS: (Uninte l l ig ib le)  .
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KATHY SAIüDS: Riqht.

Okay, any other conversation or comment? Was there

any any other public comment? we can al-ways have that.

Bu t  i t  l ooks  l i ke  \n /e r re  qood .

so i f  there 's  no fur ther  comment  or  d iscuss ion,  the

meet ing is  ad journed.

(End  o f  reco rd ing ) .

" -  - o 0 o -  -  -
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CERTIFICATE OF CERTTFIED SHORTHAND REPORTER

- - - o 0 o - - -

r ,  DONNA K.  NrcHoLS,  a cer t i f ied shor thand Repor ter  in

and for  the s tate of  ca l i forn ia,  du ly  commiss ioned.  and a

d i s in te res ted  pe rson ,  ce r t i f y ;

That  the foregoing pages were t ranscr ibed f rom casset te

record ing;

That  the s tatements of  a l l  par t ies made on the casset . te

recording vüere thereafter transcribed into t lpewrit ing by me

to the best  o f  my abi l i ty ;

That thd foregoing transcript is a record of the

audib le s tatements of  a l l  par t ies made on the casset te

record ing.

Da ted :  , JUNE 2 ,  2OOg
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DONNA K. NTCHOLS, RPR
STATE OF CALTFORNTA
C S R  N O .  5 6 6 0
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