
Limitations on length of legislative session 
 IN ORDER BY STATE POPULATION 

(Information gathered from: http://knowledgecenter.csg.org/kc) 
 
Key: C - Calendar day; L - Legislative day 
 

State 
(Population) 

Limitation on length of session 

California 
(38,041,430) 

None 

Texas 
(26,059,203) 

140 C 

New York 
(19,570,261) 

None 

Florida 
(19,317,568) 

60 C (Florida 3/5 vote, session may be extended by vote of members in each 
house.) 

Illinois 
(12,875,255) 

None (Constitution encouraged adjournment by May 31.) 

Pennsylvania  
(12,763,536) 

None 

Ohio 
(11,554,225) 

None 

Georgia 
(9,919,945) 

40 L 

Michigan 
(9,883,360) 

None 

North Carolina 
(9,752,073) 

None 

New Jersey 
(8,864,590) 

None 

Virginia 
(8,185,867) 

Odd-30 C; Even-60 C (Virginia 2/3 vote for 30 C extension.) 

Washington 
(6,897,012) 

Odd-105 C; Even-60 C 

Massachusetts 
(6,646,144) 

Legislative rules say formal business must be concluded by Nov. 15th of the 
1st session of the biennium, or by July 31st of the second session for the 
biennium.  

Arizona 
(6,553,255) 

No constitutional or statutory provision; however, by legislative rule regular 
session shall be adjourned sine die no later than Saturday of the week during 
which the 100th day from the beginning of each regular session falls. The 
Speaker/President may by declaration authorize the extension of the session 
for a period not to exceed seven additional days. Thereafter the session can 
be extended only by a majority vote of the House/Senate. 
 

Indiana 
(6,537,334) 

Odd-61 C or April 29 
Even-30 C or March 14 



State 
(Population) 

Limitation on length of session 

Tennessee 
(6,465,243) 

90 L (90 legislative days over a two-year period. During special sessions 
members will be paid up to 30 legislative days; further days will be without 
pay or per diem.) 

Missouri 
(6,021,988) 

May 30 

Maryland 
(5,884,563) 

90 C 

Wisconsin 
(5,726,398) 

None 

Minnesota 
(5,379,139) 

120 L 

Colorado 
(5,187,582) 

120 C 

Alabama 
(4,822,023) 

30 L in 105 C 

South Carolina 
(4,723,723) 

The regular session ends the first Thursday in June; it can be extended with a 
two-thirds majority vote. 

Louisiana 
(4,601,839) 

Even-60 L in 85 C; 
Odd-45 L in 60C 

Kentucky 
(4,380,415) 

Even-60 L; Odd-30 L (During regular odd-year session, the members 
convene for four days, then break until February.) 

Oregon 
(3,899,353) 

None 

Oklahoma 
(3,814,820) 

Last Friday in May. 

Connecticut 
(3,590,347) 

Odd-numbered years- not later than Wednesday after the first Monday in 
June; even-numbered years- not later than Wednesday after the first Monday 
in May. 

Iowa 
(3,074,186) 

None 

Mississippi 
(2,984,296) 

120 C; 90 C (90 C sessions every year, except for the first year of a 
gubernatorial administration during which the legislative session runs for 
125 C.) 

Arkansas 
(2,949,131) 

January- 60 C (Session may be extended by 2/3 vote of members in both 
houses.) 
February- 30 C 

Kansas 
(2,885,905) 

Odd- None; Even-90 C (Session may be extended by 2/3 vote of members in 
both houses.) 

Utah 
(2,855,287) 

45 C 

Nevada 
(2,758,931) 

120 C 

New Mexico 
(2,085,538) 

Odd-60 C; Even-30 C 



State 
(Population) 

Limitation on length of session 

Nebraska 
(1,855,525) 

Odd-90 L; Even-60 L 

West Virginia 
(1,855,413) 

60 C (Session may be extended by the governor.) 

Idaho 
(1,595,728) 

None 

Hawaii 
(1,392,313) 

60 L (Petition of 2/3 membership for maximum 15-day extension.) 

Maine 
(1,329,192) 

Calendar days set by statute. Statutory adjournment for the First Regular 
Session (beginning in December  of even-numbered years and continuing 
into the following odd-numbered year) is the third Wednesday of June; 
statutory adjournment for the Second regular Session (beginning in January 
of the subsequent even-numbered year) is the third Wednesday in April. The 
statutes provide for up to two extensions of up to five legislative days each 
for each session. 

New 
Hampshire 
(1,320,718) 

45 L 

Rhode Island 
(1,050,292) 

None 

Montana 
(1,005,141) 

90 L 

Delaware 
(917,092) 

June 30 

South Dakota 
(833,354) 

Odd-40 L; Even-40 L 

Alaska 
(731,449) 

121 C; 90 Statutory (Convening date is statutory. Length of session is 121 
calendar days, 90 by statute.) 

North Dakota 
(699,628) 

80 L in the biennium 

Vermont 
(626,011) 

None 

Wyoming 
(563,626)  

Odd-40 L; Even-20 L; Biennium-60 L 

 


